
WHAT IS THE EMERGENCY SERVICES LEVY?
The Emergency Services Levy (ESL) is collected to help fund the operation, 
maintenance and upgrade of Western Australia's fire and emergency 
services.

The levy ensures that all communities throughout WA are well prepared in 
the event of building and bush fires, traffic accidents, hazardous materials 
incidents (chemical, biological, radiological), storms, floods, cyclones, 
earthquakes and tsunamis.

WHAT DOES THE ESL PAY FOR?
Last financial year, the levy provided funding for the operation and maintenance 
of:

• 27 career Fire and Rescue Service Stations, located in Perth metropolitan 
areas and regional cities

• 88 volunteer Fire and Rescue Service Brigades, located in some outer 
metropolitan suburbs and many country towns 

• Eight Volunteer Fire Service Brigades, which respond to both bush fires and 
building fires in rural areas

• 14 Volunteer Emergency Service Units, which provide a variety of emergency 
services to a number of smaller communities

• Up to 677 local government Bush Fire Brigades, which combat fires in urban 
fringes, and rural and remote areas of the state

• 64 State Emergency Service Units, which respond to severe storms, 
cyclones, floods and tsunamis, as well as provide search and rescue 
services throughout WA.

In addition, ESL funding is used to replace or provide new equipment and 
buildings. Last year this provided:

• 101 vehicles, including new and refurbished firefighting appliances

• 14 trailers for State Emergency Service Units

• One new facility and eight facility upgrades for State Emergency Service 
Units

• 13 new fire stations and 13 station upgrades for local government volunteer 
Bush Fire Brigades 

• an estimated $670,000 of protective clothing for volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigades

• for the completion of three volunteer collocated facilities

• for the completion of two regional offices for FESA staff and

• for the commencement of one new career Fire and Rescue Service Station.

The levy is also used to support staff and volunteer training, fire investigation, 
000 emergency call centre, building inspections, community safety programs 
and emergency management planning. ESL funds also contribute to FESA’s 
corporate support costs.

FESA BUDGET 2007–08
Each year the cost of operating fire and emergency services is determined 
through the State Government’s budgetary process. 

The FESA budget in 2007–08 is $197.8 million, of which $158.7 million will be 
raised through the ESL.

ESL RATES AND CHARGES
To ensure all property owners only pay an ESL charge relative to the level 
of emergency service response that is available to them, all properties are 
classified into one of five categories. This distributes the annual ESL budget 
fairly across all property in WA.

How much ESL a property is charged depends on four things:

1. the ESL category in which the property lies. This is determined by the 
emergency services available in the location

2. the ESL rate for that ESL category

3. where applicable, the property’s Gross Rental Value (GRV) and

4. the use of the property, to determine minimum and maximum ESL 
charges.

2007–08 ESL Rates
ESL Category 1 (Perth metropolitan area) $0.0152 per GRV dollar

ESL Category 2 (Regional cities) $0.0114 per GRV dollar

ESL Category 3 (Perth surrounds) $0.0076 per GRV dollar

ESL Category 4 (approx. 100 country towns) $0.0053 per GRV dollar

ESL Category 5 (the rest of the state) $38 fixed charge per rate notice
GRV = Gross Rental Value

MINIMUM AND MAXIMUM CHARGES
Minimum and maximum charges exist to ensure equity so that property 
owners at the lower end of the scale contribute enough, while those at the top 
don’t contribute more than their fair share.

ESL Property Use Minimum Maximum
Vacant land $38  $205

Farming (hobby) properties $38  $205

Residential properties $38  $205

Commercial properties $38  $120,000

Industrial properties $38  $120,000

Miscellaneous properties $38  $120,000

Mining leases $38 fixed charge per rate notice

SENIOR AND PENSIONER CONCESSIONS
Seniors and pensioners who qualify for a rebate on their council rates will 
receive the same percentage of rebate on their ESL charge. The two rebate 
entitlements are combined and printed on the rates notice as one amount.

LATE PAYMENT INTEREST
Late payment interest of 11% per annum will be charged to property owners 
who fail to pay the required full amount or part payment of ESL by the due 
date on their rates notice.

NEED MORE INFORMATION?
Telephone: 1300 136 099 (cost of a local call)

Website: www.fesa.wa.gov.au
For brochures in large print, Braille or another language, please telephone 
(08) 9323 9873.
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